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Water Pollution 

 
Definition by Healthy People 2010 (1) 
¾ Increase the number of people who receive a supply of drinking water. 
¾ Reduce the number of waterborne disease outbreaks. 
¾ Reduce the amount of water each person uses each day. 
¾ Increase the number of lakes, rivers, etc. that are safe for fishing. 
¾ Reduce the number of beach closings as a result of harmful bacteria. 

 
Global Statistics (2) 
¾ Most important element of survival among living things.  
¾ Almost 70% of the Earth is covered by water. 
¾ 1.1 billion people receive their water from lakes, rivers, ponds, streams, springs, 

and wells, which are all subject to contamination. 
¾ Approximately 97% of the Earth’s water supply is salt water. 
¾ Improved sanitation projects include more sanitation, flushing toilets, latrines 

used by only one family, and well-ventilated. 
 
National Statistics (3) 
¾ A ten-minute shower uses 55 gallons of water. 
¾ Brushing one’s teeth uses 2 gallons of water. 
¾ Flushing the toilet uses 4-6 gallons. 
¾ Water today is the same as it was 3 billion years ago. 
¾ The water cycle recycles water by moving it from the sea to the clouds to rain to 

the Earth and back again. 
¾ If all the water were to be poured out across the United States, it would cover all 

the land in 90-foot deep waters. 
¾  American water pipes span over 700,000 miles, and the natural effects of 

elements and time would require the pipes to be replaced. 
¾ Over the next 20 years, $300 million will need to be invested. 

 
State Statistics (4) 
¾ Ground water is a source of water for 1 million people. 
¾ The quality of ground water is generally very good – there are very strict laws 

concerning water quality. 
¾ The Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection estimates that 90% of 

the ground water is safe to drink without treatment. 
¾ There are an estimated 75-100 contaminated drinking supply wells reported each 

year. 
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Local Statistics (5) 
¾ Pomperaug Watershed is also of high quality. 
¾ Ground water is healthy enough to drink without treatment.  
¾ Connecticut is one of only 2 states that do not receive industrial or municipal 

treated discharges. 
¾ Failing septic systems are the main cause for pollution problems. 

 
Us Environmental Protection Agency Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water 

(6) 
¾ Protects health of citizens and ensures safe drinking water. 
¾ Oversee implementation of the Safe Water Drinking Act. 
¾ Monitors and analyzes reports on contaminants in drinking water. 
¾ Identify populations vulnerable to drinking water contaminants. 
¾ Work on the level of the public and other partnerships to help identify problems 

and prevent others from occurring.  
¾ Public involvement is believed to be a key to their success. 
¾ They work with different governmental levels to help ensure that water systems 

meet strict standards. 
¾ They protect 90% of Americans who rely on public drinking water to be safe.  

 
Ground Water Foundation (7) 
¾ 2 main goals are to have ground water be accessible and understandable to all 

citizens. 
¾ Pollution prevention is the most important and effective way to protect ground 

water. 
¾ Implement national and international programs while also starting local programs 

to help protect ground water. 
¾ Have specialized programs and publications directed towards youth. 
¾ Started the Ground Water Guardian, which was started in 1994 to keep ground 

water safe, and support and recognize communities that are taking positive steps 
to protect ground water. 

¾ Ground water education is vital to communities everywhere. 
¾ Spread importance of ground water through publications, conferences and other 

organizations. 
 
Connecticut’s Clean Water Fund (8) 
¾ Provides financial assistance through grants and loans to districts that want to 

improve pollution control. 
¾ Districts receive a grant of 20% of the total and a loan for the rest.  
¾ This fund is one the most generous in the United States. 
¾ Check treatment plants regularly to ensure they are operating safely. 
¾ This fund is the 3rd largest public works program in Connecticut. 
¾ Other states only meet minimum requirements, while the Connecticut’s Clean 

Water Fund matches 10 times the federal Funding. 
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